
Candidates completing their final term are required to complete the “College of Education (COE) 

Exit Survey”.  The Survey is separated into three major categories:  Demographics, 

Attitudes/Perceptions, and Experience at Governors State University (GSU).  The purpose of the 

COE Exit Survey is to collect, analyze, share and improve programs based on candidates’ 

feedback. The results below are reflective of a pilot survey administered to candidates 

completing either an initial licensure or advance licensure program. Candidates that were 

expected to graduate December 2017 here forward will be referred to as completers.   

The survey was administered via Survey Monkey® as the survey platform.  An email is 

automatically generated and was sent via Survey Monkey® when the completers were identified.  

The EPPU followed this up with an email via the completer’s GSU email account.  Three reminder 

emails were sent within a 2-week period via GSU email.  Completers were incentivized by the 

opportunity to win a $25.00 gift card.  Two completers were randomly selected to receive gift 

cards.  

The survey of sixty-five questions was sent to twenty-four completers.  Of the twenty-four eligible 

participants, twenty-three were initial completers and only one was an advanced completer.  Of 

the twenty-three initial completers, twenty-one responded to the survey and all advanced 

completers responded to the survey (92% return rate).  Survey participants included the 

following completers: eight (9) elementary, seven (7) secondary, three (3) certificate, two (2) 

early childhood, and one (1) multi-categorical special education.   

The results from each of the 65 questions are presented below followed by a brief summary.  

Only one advanced completer from one program was included in the survey, therefore several 

advanced level questions not related to that particular program, of course, have zero 

respondents.   

This survey will be repeated at the end of every term during the candidate’s Student Teaching or 

Internship course.   

Summary Highlights:  

 Candidates are mostly white females between the ages of 20 – 25 

o 90% White 

o 79% Females 

o 46% Age 20 - 25 

 Candidates have a strong attitude towards GSU, their major and their instructors 

o 75% feel positive about their experience 

o 70% would choose GSU again 
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o 96% would choose the same major 

o 80% rated overall program as positive 

 Candidates feel prepared to teach according to the Standards  

o 80 – 100% feel prepared to teach 

 Candidates feel competent in their respective content areas 

o 100% rated competent in most courses 

 Candidates feel prepared for edTPA 

o Based on narrative  

 Most candidates have not committed to continuing education at this time  

o 30% would like to pursue Curriculum and Instruction  

o 16% are not interested in pursuing an advance degree at this time 

 

Recommendations: 

 Program coordinators should continue to strengthen curriculum and experiences 

 Program coordinators should review feedback regarding individual courses  

 Program coordinators should review feedback regarding field experiences  

 

Demographic Information  
Results Summary  

My racial/ethnic origin: 

 

Race: 
90% W; 4%  B; 4%H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The gender with which I most identify:  Gender: 
79% F; 21% M 



Demographic Information  
Results Summary  

 
My age falls within the following range:  

 

Age: 
46% (20-25); 12.5% (26-30); 
12.5% (31-35);12.5% (41-45) 

 

University Experience 
My present attitude toward Governors State University: 

 

Attitude: 
75% Strongly Positive-Positive; 

25% Neutral 



University Experience 
If I were to begin my education experience (most recent degree, license, 

or endorsement) all over again, I would attend Governors State 
University. 

 

 

Education at GSU Do-Over 
70% Definitely-Probably Yes; 16% 
Neutral; 3% Probably-Definitely 

not 

If I were to begin my educational experience (most recent degree, license, 
or endorsement) all over again, I would choose the same major or focus. 

 
 

Major Do-over 
96% Strongly Positive-Positive; 5% 

Neutral 

The following factors were important to me in my selection of GSU. 

 
96% Cost; 87% Quality; 78% Rigor; 75% Length of Time; 67% Location … 



University Experience 
(Least important - Research) 

The quality of my experience with the following at Governors State University has been: 

 
 

Quality: Highest:  87% Class size; 80% Course Availability; 78% Admissions; 70% Advising.. 
(Least quality - Disability Services) 

 

Program Experience 
 The dispositions below were enhanced by my Governors State University education preparation program:

       

 Dispositions: All over 83%; 91% Collaboration – 83% Eclecticism 

 Courses that were most helpful to me were the following:  
Answered 16 
Skipped 6 

 Helpful Courses: All, Methods, Labs, Mindfulness, Middle School 

 I would recommend this program to someone considering my field.  Would Recommend: 
82% Extremely-Likely; 12.5% 
Neutral; 4% Slightly likely 



Program Experience 

  
 My program prepared me for the certification/licensure exam.  

 

Preparation for Licensure 
exam: 
80% Strongly – Agree; 12.5% 
Neutral; 8% Disagree 

 

Program Information  
The following groups of students were represented in the schools where I observed, interned, student taught 
and/or focused my advanced study.         

 
Diversity of students in schools: 70% Disabilities; 75% ELL; 67% Title I; 62% Gifted 



Program Information  
 
 

I will graduate from the following program: 

 

Graduate from what Program: 
23 Initial Licensure; 1 Advanced 

 

Initial Licensure 
My program prepared me to meet the following Illinois Professional Teaching Standards (IPTS):   

 
Highest preparation for IPTS: All above 85% 

My program prepared me in the following areas: 



Initial Licensure 

 
Programmatic Highest Satisfaction: All above 80% -  89% Program Choice, Advising - 80% Overall program 

My satisfaction with each of these program components could be described in the following manner.
 

     

Opportunities pre-student teaching: All above 85% - 90% teaching strategies – 85% data driven lessons 

I would describe the following opportunities listed below in the following manner (Pre-Student Teaching):

      



Initial Licensure 
Opportunities pre-student teaching:  All above 85% - 90% teaching strategies – 85% data driven lessons 

I would describe the following opportunities listed below in the following manner (During Student Teaching):
      

 
Opportunities during student teaching: All above 70% - 90% edTPA guidance – 70% lesson plan guidance 

Additional Feedback:Other than student teaching, the program 
component MOST VALUABLE to me in preparation for teaching was:  
Answered 14 
Skipped  8 

Program component most 
valuable (narrative):  
epTPA; All faculty Lab 2 

Other than student teaching, the program component LEAST VALUABLE to 
me in preparation for teaching was:  
Answered 14 
Skipped  8 

Least Value of Program 
(narrative): 
SS methods; 3 mindfulness 
courses; topics class; long 
seminars, micro teaching 

I would make the following recommendations to improve field experience: 
Answered 12 
Skipped 10 

Recommendations for Field 
Experience (narrative): 
Students more active in obtaining 
a cooperating teacher; more 
appropriate way to tailor lessons 
for ELL/IEP students; additional 
classroom management; new 
schools for labs 1 and 2; 
expedited licensure 

I would make the following recommendations to improve my program 
overall:  
Answered 10 
Skipped 12 

Overall Recommendations 
(narrative): 
Same; edTPA all day sessions; 
more communication between 
professors 

After graduating, I am interested in pursuing advanced professional 
 development, entitlement, licensure, or degree in the following area:  

Interest after graduation: 
33% C&I; 16% SPED, Not 
interested; 11% Technology, 
Reading 
(least 0% principal leadership, 
leadership) 



Initial Licensure 

 
I will graduate from the following program:  

 

Undergrad programs 
represented: 
8 Elementary; 7 Secondary; 3 
certificate; 2 early childhood 

 

Advanced Licensure 
I will graduate from the following program: Graduate program represented: 

1 MA Multicat SPED 



Advanced Licensure 

 
 

Early Childhood 
My program prepared me to implement the following teaching practices:   

 
Extreme prep in teaching practices: 100% in 8 areas; 66% in 3 areas 

I would describe the quality of my preparation in the following attributes:   



Early Childhood 

 
Highest Quality of Attributes:  100% understanding of human exper – 50% constructing knowledge 

 

Elementary Education 
As a result of my experience in the Elementary Education program, I believe I am well prepared in the following 
content areas:   

 
     

Preparation in content area: Highest: 100% Math, Technology, Common Core; 87% Science, Multicultural; 
(lowest 75% Reading, Creative Arts) 

My experience in the Elementary Education program were characterized by the following statements:  



Elementary Education 

 
Characteristics:  All above 87% 

How satisfied are you with the following? 

 
Satisfaction:  Highest: 100% Advisor, Program; 62% Faculty interaction, graduate work 

For each component listed, indicate your perception of the quality of the program component 

 
     

Perception of quality of the program: Highest:  87% Quality of Instruction, Application process, Advising 



Elementary Education 
(lowest 37.5% Portfolio) 

 

Educational Administration 
The Educational Administration program prepared me to implement and demonstrate an understanding of and 
the capacity to implement the following: 

 
  

N/A 

Which of the following leadership roles do you engage in as a part of your 
current professional position?   

 

N/A 

At this point in your career, what is your intention regarding a position in 
educational administration?   

N/A 



Educational Administration 

 
To what extent were you able to engage in the following during your 
practicum experience?   

 

N/A 

How valuable were the following in your practicum experience?  

  

N/A 

If you intend to seek a position, which of the following best describes 
your intentions?  

N/A 



Educational Administration 

 
 

Multicategorical Special Education 
As a result of the completion of The Multicategorical Special Education Program, I improved or acquired the 
following competencies: 

  
      

Highest Competencies: All 100% 

Multicategorical Special Education N/A 

As a result of the completion of The Multicategorical Special Education 
Program, I improved or acquired the following competencies: 

N/A 



Multicategorical Special Education 

        

Highest Competencies: All 100% N/A 

Multicategorical Special Education N/A 

As a result of the completion of The Multicategorical Special Education 
Program, I improved or acquired the following competencies: 

        

N/A 

 

School Psychology  
As a result of the completion of The School Psychology Program, I improved or acquired the following 
competencies:  

   
   



School Psychology  
N/A 

My School Psychology Program prepared me to implement the following 
practices:    

 

N/A 

N/A N/A 

School Psychology  N/A 

As a result of the completion of The School Psychology Program, I 
improved or acquired the following competencies:  

      

N/A 

N/A N/A 

 

School Counseling  

My School Couseling Program prepared me to implement the following practices:    



School Counseling  

 
N/A 

School Counseling  N/A 

My School Couseling Program prepared me to implement the following 
practices:    

 

N/A 

N/A N/A 

School Counseling  N/A 

My School Couseling Program prepared me to implement the following 
practices:    

N/A 



School Counseling  

 
 

Secondary 

My program prepared me to meet the following subject areas  

 
Preparation  in subject area: Highest:  90% EDUC 499; 80% EDUC 310, 440;  
(lowest 30% EDUC 434, STAT 520) 

I would list the following strengths of micro-teaching is order of 
importance as:   
 

Strengths of  Micro-Teaching: 
55% Ranked second; 33% Ranked 
3rd; 11% Ranked 1st 

I would list the following improvements for micro-teaching is order of 
importance as:   

Improvement of Micro-Teaching: 
66% Ranked 1st; 33% Ranked 2nd 

I would list the following strengths of student teaching is order of 
importance as:   

Strengths of  Micro-Teaching: 
55% Ranked second; 33% Ranked 
3rd; 11% Ranked 1st 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the student teaching 
experience   

 

My major is: Secodary Major: 
5 English; 3 Math; 2 Biology 



Secondary 

 
 

Biology  
My program prepared me to meet the following subject areas  

 
Highest prep in subject areas: All 100% with exception of … 
(lowest 50% Calculus, Physics 305, 353, 362) 

My program prepared me to meet the following subject areas  

 



Biology  
Highest prep in subject areas: All 100% with exception of … 
(lowest 50% EDUC 442, 443, Stat 520) 

My program prepared me to meet the following areas: 

 
Highest prep in pedagogy: All 100% with exception of … 
(lowest 50% unifying concepts, relate science to interest of students, community resources) 

 

Chemistry 
My program prepared me to meet the following subject areas    

 
N/A 

My Chemistry Program prepared me to implement the following practices:   



Chemistry 

 
N/A 

 

Mathematics 
My program prepared me to meet the following subject areas   

 
Highest:  All 100% with exception of … 
(lowest 66% Math 472; 474, PHYS 353, 362, 363) 

 

English 

 My program prepared me to meet the following subject areas  



English 

 
 Preparation in subject areas: Highest: 100% Young Adult, Rhetorical, 4575, methods; 75% Black Authors, 

Shakespeare’s Plays, Literary Criticism; 50% English Lit I, II, Am Lit, 1222, 3115, Studies in Lit, 4100, 4205; 25% 
Linguistics 

 


