
Candidates who completed/graduated one year ago (2016) were asked to complete the “College 

of Education (COE) Year 1 Graduate/Completer Survey”.  The Survey is separated into three major 

categories:  Demographics, Attitudes/Perceptions, and Experience at Governors State University 

(GSU).  The purpose of the COE Graduate and Completer Survey is to collect, analyze, share and 

improve programs based on completer’s feedback. The results below are reflective of a survey 

administered to Year 1 teachers completing their first year of teaching or administration.   

The survey was administered via Survey Monkey® as the survey platform.  An email is 

automatically generated and was sent via Survey Monkey® when the Year 1 

completers/graduates were identified.  The EPPU followed up with an email via the completer’s 

personal email account.  Three reminder emails were sent within a 2-week period via GSU email.   

The survey of sixty questions was sent to seventy-eight (78) completers/graduates.  Of the 

seventy-eight that were invited to complete the survey only 13 responded (17%).  Of the thirteen 

(13) respondents, six (6) identified themselves as initial licensure and four (4) identified 

themselves as advanced licensure.    Six (6) respondents self-identified their name, email address 

and district in which they currently work.  A subsequent Administrative Survey was sent to the 

administrators of those teachers.   

The results from each of the 60 questions are presented below  

This survey will be repeated fall semester of each year.   

Selected Findings:  

 Candidates are mostly white females between the ages of 20 – 25 

o 69% White 

o 69% Females 

o 46% Age 20 - 25 

 Candidates have a strong attitude towards GSU, their major and their instructors 

o 46% feel positive about their experience 

o 38% would choose GSU again 

o 89% would choose the same major 

o 40% would recommend someone to GSU 

 Candidates feel prepared to teach according to the Standards  

o 40% felt prepared to take licensure exam 

 Candidates feel competent in their respective content areas 

o 100% rated competent in most courses* 
*Note: Numbers were too low in by content area to analyze.   

 

 

 

 

 

College of Education 
 

Year 1 Completer/ Graduate Survey Summary 



Recommendations: 

 Programs should continue to strengthen curriculum and experiences 

o Programs should continue to review feedback regarding individual courses and 

make changes as necessary  

o Programs should continue to review feedback regarding field experiences and 

make changes as necessary 
  
Q1 Name 
 Not included in the summary 
Q2 Your current school and/or district 
 Not included in the summary 
Q3 My racial/ethnic origin 

  
Q4 The gender with which I most identify 

 
 

Q5 My age falls within the following range: 

  



Q6 My present attitude toward Governors State University: 

 
 

Q7 If I were to begin my education experience (most recent degree, license, or endorsement) all over 
again, I would attend Governors State University. 

  
Q8 If I were to begin my educational experience (most recent degree, license, or endorsement) all over 

again, I would choose the same major or focus. 

  
Q9 The following factors were important to me in my selection of GSU. 

  



Q10 The dispositions below were enhanced by my Governors State University educator preparation 
program: 

  

Q11 I would recommend this program to someone considering my field. 

  
Q12 My program prepared me for the certification/licensure exam. 

  
Q13 The following groups of students were represented in the schools where I observed, interned, student 

taught, and/or focused my advanced study. 

 
 

Q14 I graduated or completed the following program: 

 

 



Q15 My program prepared me to meet the following knowledge and skills competencies: 
 

  

– 

VERY WELL– WELL– ADEQUATELY– POORLY– NOT AT ALL– TOTAL– 

– 

To understand the spectrum of student diversity (e.g., race and ethnicity, socioeconomic status, 

special education, gifted, English language learners (ELLs), sexual orientation, gender, gender 

identity) and the assets that each student brings and to implement culturally responsive 

instructional strategies 

30.00% 

3 

30.00% 

3 

10.00% 

1 

30.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

  

10 

– 

To understand how each student constructs knowledge, acquires skills, and develops effective and 

efficient critical thinking and problem-solving capabilities 

50.00% 

5 

10.00% 

1 

20.00% 

2 

20.00% 

2 

0.00% 

0 

  

10 

– 

To create engaging, differentiated instruction that addresses the Common Core State Standards and 

the Illinois Social Emotional Learning Goals 

40.00% 

4 

10.00% 

1 

20.00% 

2 

20.00% 

2 

10.00% 

1 

  

10 

– 

To create engaging, differentiated instruction that addresses the Common Core State Standards and 

the Illinois Social Emotional Learning Goals 

40.00% 

4 

20.00% 

2 

10.00% 

1 

20.00% 

2 

10.00% 

1 

  

10 

– 

To understand how teaching and student learning are influenced by development (physical, social 

and emotional, cognitive, linguistic), past experiences, talents, prior knowledge, economic 

circumstances, and diversity within the community and to use data related to these and other 

factors to inform developmentally appropriate instruction 

40.00% 

4 

20.00% 

2 

20.00% 

2 

20.00% 

2 

0.00% 

0 

  

10 

– 

To understand the impact of cognitive, emotional, physical, and sensory disabilities on learning 

and communication pursuant to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act and 

to create instructional accommodations for the academic success of each student 

30.00% 

3 

30.00% 

3 

10.00% 

1 

10.00% 

1 

20.00% 

2 

  

10 

– 

To understand the impact of linguistic and cultural diversity on learning and communication 

30.00% 

3 

30.00% 

3 

10.00% 

1 

10.00% 

1 

20.00% 

2 

  

10 

– 

To develop an effective teaching presence in the classroom using effective oral and written 

communication skills 

30.00% 

3 

20.00% 

2 

40.00% 

4 

0.00% 

0 

10.00% 

1 

  

10 

– 

To establish equity in a classroom environment conducive to learning 

30.00% 

3 

30.00% 

3 

10.00% 

1 

20.00% 

2 

10.00% 

1 

  

10 

– 

To effectively address individual and group motivation for learning and classroom behavior 

30.00% 

3 

10.00% 

1 

50.00% 

5 

0.00% 

0 

10.00% 

1 

  

10 

– 

To teach beginning and/or content area literacy skills 

30.00% 

3 

10.00% 

1 

10.00% 

1 

20.00% 

2 

30.00% 

3 

  

10 

– 

To assess student learning both formatively and summatively, to provide effective feedback to 

students, and to use research and evidence to measure student progress 

40.00% 

4 

20.00% 

2 

30.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

10.00% 

1 

  

10 

– 

To model appropriate and responsible use of technology and to implement use of technology in 

instruction when appropriate and effective 

30.00% 

3 

10.00% 

1 

40.00% 

4 

0.00% 

0 

20.00% 

2 

  

10 

– 

To understand one’s personal perspectives and biases and their effects on one’s teaching 

40.00% 

4 

20.00% 

2 

20.00% 

2 

0.00% 

0 

20.00% 

2 

  

10 

– 

To understand how to identify individual needs and how to locate and access technology, services, 

and resources to address those needs 

30.00% 

3 

20.00% 

2 

20.00% 

2 

20.00% 

2 

10.00% 

1 

  

10 

– 

To build and maintain collaborative relationships for fostering cognitive, linguistic, physical, and 

social and emotional development.  This teacher works as a team member with colleagues, 

students, parents/guardians, and community members. 

40.00% 

4 

20.00% 

2 

30.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

10.00% 

1 

  

10 

– 

To be an ethical and reflective practitioner who exhibits professionalism; provides leadership in 

the learning community; and advocates for students, parents/guardians, and the profession. 

40.00% 

4 

30.00% 

3 

30.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 
0.00% 

  

Q16 My satisfaction with each of these program components could be described in the following manner: 

 
 



Q17 I would describe the opportunities listed below in the following manner (Pre-Student Teaching): 

 
 

Q18 I would describe the opportunities listed below in the following manner (During Student Teaching): 

 
 

Q19 Other than student teaching, the program component most valuable to me in preparation for teaching 
was: 

 Any class with Professor Cunningham. She is very thorough and cares about the students' learning. She 
breaks things down and allows students to practice the information she presents in class. 

 Understanding that students learn in deferent ways and still being able to teach them intentionally. 

 Seminars on Edtpa preparedness 

 The core subject matter classes in my degree were well done. The adjunct professors did an excellent job 
and were very knowledgeable. 

Q20 I would make the following recommendation(s) to improve pre-student teaching field experience: 

 Teach students how to use a smart board or Promethean board. 

 I would include more structured content for teaching beginning literacy skills. 

 Clear instructions on when and where we will be meeting. 

 Better quality math and children's literature instruction. 
Q21 I would make the following recommendation(s) to improve the student teaching experience: 
No Response  
Q22 I would make the following recommendation(s) to improve my program overall: 
No Response  
Q23 I am interested in pursuing advanced professional development, entitlement, licensure, or degree in the 

following area: 

 
 



Q24 I graduated from or completed the following program: 

 

 

Q25 My Early Childhood Education program prepared me in the following areas: 
 

  
– 

VERY WELL– WELL– ADEQUATELY– POORLY– NOT AT ALL– TOTAL– WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE– 

– 

Knowing and understanding young children’s characteristics 
and needs 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Applying educational theories and philosophical perspectives 
to current teaching and learning issues 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 
Knowing and understanding the multiple influences on 
development and learning 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Using developmental knowledge to create healthy, 
respectful, supportive, and challenging learning 
environments that facilitate cultural and linguistic 
responsiveness, emotional well-being, self-efficacy, positive 
social interaction, mutual respect, active engagement, 
academic risk-taking, self-motivation, and personal goal-
setting 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Applying the knowledge and applications learned in Early 
Childhood Education lab experiences 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Using foundational knowledge of oral communication, 
reading, and writing to prepare young children to develop 
basic and content area communication skills, birth to grade 2 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Knowing about and understanding diverse family and 
community characteristics and how children develop and 
learn within the context of their social, economic, cultural, 
linguistic, and academic experiences 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 
Supporting and engaging families and communities through 
respectful, reciprocal relationships 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Involving families and communities in their children’s 
development and learning 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 
 Understanding the goals, benefits, and uses of assessment 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 
Knowing about and using observation, documentation, and 
other appropriate assessment tools and approaches 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Making decisions driven by data about instructional and 
curricular effectiveness and adjusting practices to meet the 
needs of each child 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Understanding and practicing responsible assessment to 
promote positive outcomes for each child 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 
Knowing about assessment partnerships with families and 
with professional colleagues 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

    



  
– 

VERY WELL– WELL– ADEQUATELY– POORLY– NOT AT ALL– TOTAL– WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE– 

 Understanding positive relationships and supportive 
interactions as the foundation of work with children 

3 5.00 

– 

Knowing and understanding effective strategies and tools for 
early education that support development of critical and 
creative thinking, problem-solving, and continuous growth 
and learning. 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 
Using a broad repertoire of developmentally appropriate 
teaching/learning approaches to integrate meaningful 
learning experiences that develop children's competence 
across all developmental and content areas, birth to grade 2 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Incorporating the Internet and other resources into 
instructional planning and using new technologies to 
facilitate learning for children 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Reflecting on practice to promote positive outcomes for each 
child 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 
Knowing, understanding, and using the central concepts, 
inquiry tools, structures, and resources in each of the 
following content areas: language and literacy (English 
language arts); mathematics; science; safety; nutrition; 
social science; physical development and health; art, music, 
and drama (fine arts) 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Using current research and best practices, one’s own 
knowledge, appropriate early learning standards, including 
the Common Core and Illinois Social Emotional Learning 
Goals, as well as other resources to design, implement, and 
evaluate meaningful, challenging curricula for each child, 
birth to grade 2 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 
Identifying and involving oneself with the early childhood 
field 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Providing leadership in the learning community 
100.00% 

3 
0.00% 

0 
0.00% 

0 
0.00% 

0 
0.00% 

0 
  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Knowing about and upholding ethical standards and other 
professional policies and guidelines 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 
Engaging in continuous, collaborative learning to inform 
practice 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Integrating knowledgeable, reflective, and critical 
perspectives on early education 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

– 

Engaging in informed advocacy for children, 
parents/guardians, and the profession 

100.00% 
3 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

  
3 

  
5.00 

Q26 My experience in the Early Childhood Education program was characterized by the following 
statements: 

  

– 

STRONGLY 

AGREE– 

AGREE– NEUTRAL– DISAGREE– STRONGLY 

DISAGREE– 

TOTAL– WEIGHTED 

AVERAGE– 

– 

I was challenged and supported. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

Faculty took an interest in me. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

Evaluation of my performance was linked to 

standards. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I developed conceptually. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

My personal and professional social/emotional 

competencies were enhanced. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I developed skills to create meaningful learning 

experiences for students. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 



– 

I developed skills to actively engage students in 

learning. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I developed skills in lesson and unit planning. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I gained skills in differentiating and making 

adaptations for diverse students. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I developed skills in communication and 

collaboration with families, colleagues, and the 

community. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I developed skills in the assessment of 

instruction and learning. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I developed effective classroom management 

strategies. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I gained a deeper understanding of cultural 

diversity. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I developed skills in the use of technology. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I received a strong background in motivation 

and human growth and development. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I received a strong background in the skills of 

critical thinking, problem solving, and 

performance skills. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

– 

I developed skills in communication and 

collaboration with families, colleagues, and the 

community. 

100.00% 

3 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

0.00% 

0 

  

3 

  

5.00 

 

Q27 I am finished with this page. 
No Response  
Q28 As a result of my experience in the Elementary Education program, I believe I am well prepared in 

the following areas: 

 

 

  



Q29 My experience in the Elementary Education program was characterized by the following 
statements: 

 

Q30 I am finished with this page. 
 No Response 
Q31 I would make the following recommendation(s) to improve the microteaching 

experience: 
 No Response 
Q32 My Secondary Education program prepared me the following: 
 No Response 
Q33 My content area major is: 
 No Response 
Q34 My Biology Education program prepared me to teach in the following subject areas (Select “NA” if 

an area was not included in your program of study): 
 No Response 
Q35 My Biology Education program prepared me to accomplish the following: 
 No Response 
Q36 My experience in the Biology Education program was characterized 

by the following statements: 
 No Response 
Q37 I am finished with this page. 
  
Q38 My Chemistry Education program prepared me to teach in the 

following subject areas (Select “NA” if an area was not included in your 
program of study): 

 No Response 
Q39 My Chemistry Education program prepared me to accomplish the 

following: 
 No Response 
Q40 My experience in the Chemistry Education program was 

characterized by the following statements: 
 No Response 
Q41 I am finished with this page. 
  
Q42 My English Education program prepared me to teach in the following 

subject areas (Select “NA” if an area was not included in your program of 
study): 

 No Response 



Q43 My English Education program prepared me to accomplish the 
following: 

 No Response 
Q44 My experience in the English Education program was characterized 

by the following statements: 
 No Response 
Q45 I am finished with this page. 
  
Q46 My Mathematics Education program prepared me to teach in the 

following subject areas (Select “NA” if an area was not included in your 
program of study): 

 

 
Q47 My Mathematics Education program prepared me to accomplish the 

following: 



 

 

Q48 My experience in the Mathematics Education program was 
characterized by the following statements: 

 

 
Q49 I am finished with this page. 



  
Q50 I received a degree in the following program: 
 No Response 
Q51 How satisfied are you with the following? 
 No Response 
Q52 Indicate your perception of the quality of the program components 

listed below: 
 No Response 
Q53 I would make the following reccomendation(s) to improve my 

program overall: 
 No Response 
Q54 The Educational Administration program prepared me to 

demonstrate an understanding of and the capacity to implement the 
following: 

 No Response 
Q55 In which of the following leadership roles do you engage as a part of 

your current professional position? Select "Yes" or "No" as each is 
applicable to you. 

 No Response 
Q56 At this point in your career, what is your intention regarding a 

position in educational administration? Select “Yes” or “No” as each is 
applicable to you. 

 No Response 
Q57 To what extent were you able to engage in the following during your 

practicum experiences? 
 No Response 
Q58 How valuable were the following in your practicum experience? 
 No Response 
Q59 I would make the following recommendation(s) to improve practicum 

experience: 
 No Response 
Q60 I am finished with this page. 
  

 


